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I am writing to xpress concern over the lack of high-speed Internet access in rural states like
North Dakota.

As Executive D'rector for the North Dakota Rural Firefighter's Association, I am always looking
for ways to ma e training dollars stretch further. However, we cannot take advantage of online
training option ~ecause o[tOO lack of high-speed Internet aceess, Many of these firefighters live
in small comm ities who do not have access to high-speed Internet services like DSL or cable
Internet.

But there's ano her option that I'm aware of that would benefit rural North Dakotans - high­
speed Internet ccess via a satellite dish. And I have heard that the formntion ofEchoStar from
both DirecTV d Dish Network would provide competitively priced, high-speed Tntemet
access. This w uld be a great option for those rural North Dakotans who live too far out of town
to get high-spe DSL or cable internet service.

I don't !mow wether there will be a vote in the U.S. Senate on this issue, but I hope you Cltn
supporl this me ger because of the great efTects it will have on a rural state like North Dakota.
We need optio to help bridge the "digital divide."

Sincerely,

ej;:
ma

lr:
n

tq..,'C::17.

Executive Dire tor


